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I. 

IT is historically certain, that Jesus Christ 
lived on earth, that He claimed to be the 
Son of God made man, and that He proved 
this His claim by the sanctity of His life, by 
the prophecies of the Old Testament concerning 
the promised Redeemer, by miracles^ and, above 
all, by His resurrection, 

II. 

If Jesus Christ is truly the Son of God, then 

all He said must be true, and all He promised 

to do He must have done. Now, among 

other things, He promised to found a Church, 

and only one. Consequently there must now 

exist a Church founded by Jesus Christ, and 

since the Roman Catholic Church is the oldest 

of all societies called churches, ii folio^s'lbat 

the Roman Catholic Church is that one Church 

founded by Him. . . 

III. • -- ' - *^ 

Even if we had not the expiess worSs of 
our Lord, that He would found only one 
Church, reason alone. would convince every one 
that there can exist only one Church founded 
by Jesus Christ, since He could not contradict 



One Church and Infallible, 



Himself, as He would, if, opposed as all 
churches are to one another in doctrine, He 
had been the founder of more than one church. 

IV. 

Christ not only promised to found a church. 
He promised also to build this church as the 
prudent man in the Gospel had built his 
house — that is to say, upon a rock; not to 
allow the powers of hell to prevail against 
her; to send to her the Holy Ghost, the 
Spirit of Truths ** to abide with her for ever," 
and to remain Himself with her unto the end 
of time ; — all of which means, that He promised 
to endow His Church with infallibility in teach- 
ing all nations until time shall be no more.* 

V. 

Consequently all those who say, that the 

Church founded by Jesus Christ has fallen into 

error, teaching now a doctrine different from 

that confided to her by her Divine Founder, 
• •••••••• • • • ••••••J 

*«y^Tlie (^tVl^lisfiaieDt o^ Hjic Church as the authoritative 



teacaer df Xi^hristiaaity is*aM hi^orical fact. When proved from 
the Nev^fl'fsta^ffttt^tlig^^t is proved from these texts as con- 
tained in •l^stoS'iSit 3d(S:iMents acknowledged as genuine, au- 
thentic ^rifin|^s of \lTe Apostolic age. It was in the exercise of 
this b^r* le{Lc|;ltig!*apiO)0 J^y historically proved, that the Church 
deten^n^tJ^ft V a(h^&.;! XkaX is to say, declared which writings 
are inspired writings. After the books of the New Testament 
have thus become known as divinely inspired writings, the argu- 
ments drawn from them for the establishment of the Church as 
the exclusively authorized teacher of Christianity, formerly 
considered only as arguments of mere human authority, are 
now known as axgUTn.&aXs of divine auihonty. 
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Authority to Teach, 



Catholic Church, his answer will be: **I am 
perfectly convinced that the Catholic Church 
is the Church founded by Jesus Christ and 
built by Him upo5 ^ rock, so as to be se- 
cured against ever teaching and obliging peo- 
ple to believe anything contrary to revealed 

truth/' 

IX. 

Non-Catholics, not admitting an infallible 
teaching authority, when gathered together in 
order to decide upon what is really revealed 
truth and upon what is the true meaning of 
Holy Scripture, may be compared to surveyors, 
who are going to survey a piece of land with- 
out having first agreed upon a common meas- 
ure. 

X. 

Only a church claiming infallibility in teach- 
ing can claim also authority to teach ^ and to 
oblige its hearers to admit its teaching as true. 
Hence all non-Catholic churches, not claim- 
ing infallibility in teaching, give up at the 
same time their claim to authority to teach, and, 
consequently, their claim to be the Church 
founded by Jesus Christ to teach all nations. 

XI. 

The infallibility in teaching, with which the 
Church has been endowed by her Divine 
Founder, must also necessarily include infalli- 



8 History confirms the ChurcKs Infallibility, 

bility, or freedom from error, in choosing the 
subject about which to exercise her infallible 
prerogative. Hence, whenever the Church 
makes a declaration, to Which she commands 
us to give our interior assent, we have also the 
security, that she has the right to do so, and, 
consequently, that this her declaration or 
teaching is infallibly the right and true one. 

XII. 

The infallibility of the Church in teaching 

• does not depend either upon the learning, or 

upon the sanctity of her popes and bishops, but 

rests solely upon the promise of her Divine 

Founder, who is both willing and able to keep 

His promise. 

XIII. 

This is confirmed by history. For, although 
the enemies of the Church have been very 
numerous, and many of them very learned, 
they have worked in vain to prove, by one 
single instance, that the Church ever contra- 
dicted herself. This proves, beyond a shadow 
of doubt, that the Church is not a mere humane 
but a divine institution y-presQwed from erring 
by the almighty power of God Himself. No 
doubt, assertions of the Church having taught 
contradictory doctrines have been made and 
will continue to be made ; but all such asser- 
tjons are either empty sayings, or as many 
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proofs that those who make them are ignorant 
of the real doctrines and of the history of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

XIV. 

Supposing, for argument's sake, not **grantr 
ing,*' that all that Christ has taught is con- 
tained in the Bible, had He not also instituted 
a committee to explain it, and to require this 
explanation to be admitted as the true one, 
then He would have acted as imprudently a^ a 
, king who, after the publication of a code of 
laws, should have omitted to appoint a com- 
mittee endowed with authority to explain it 
and to require this, its explanation, to be ac- 
cepted. In case of a lawsuit both parties 
would come before the court with the law-book 
in hand and interpret it according to their own 
interest. Our I^rd acted as every prudent 
lawgiver is expected to act. He appointed a 
committee to guard and explain the holy Scrip- 
tures, authorizing it at the same time to require 
of every one to receive its explanation as the 
true one. This committee, as proved by his- 
tory, is the Roman Catholic Church. 

XV. 

Let me call your attention to the fact, that 
all non-Catholics who yet admit the canon of 
holy Scripture, do this on the authority of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and thus, by this very 
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fact, not only acknowledge, that the Roman 
Catholic Church was authorized to declare 
which books were inspired and which were not, 
but also, that in doing this she was preserved 
from erring—/, e.y infallible. 

XVI. 

Non-Catholics who no longer admit the 
judgment of the Roman Catholic Church 
regarding the inspiration of holy Scripture, 
must logically examine, not only those writ" 
ings which the Catholic Church has col- . 
lected in the canon, but also those which 
she has rejected as not being inspired. This 
non-Catholic examination of sacred writings is 
like that, for instance, of ancient classics, 
made by learned, but, after all, fallible men, 
and, consequently, their judgment rests only 
on human authority, and is, therefore, in- 
sufficient for the making of a supernatural act 
of faith. Catholics have their Bible declared 
to be inspired by the infallible Church, and, 
consequently, their faith rests on the authority 
of God Himself. They are thus really enabled 
to make - a supernatural act of faith in the 
teaching of writings, which the infallible 
Church has declared to be inspired. 

XVII. 

The conviction, that the holy Scriptures are 
inspired writings, is not all that is ie<\M\T^d, 
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There yet remain doubts regarding the true 
meaning of their contents. This is confirmed 
by daily experience. Nothing is more evi- 
dent, than that those who do not admit the 
infallible teaching authority of the Church, 
although they still admit the authenticity and 
inspiration of the holy Scriptures, are con- 
tinually quarrelling among themselves about 
its meaning, and the most learned among 
them are just the very ones who disagree most. 
Catholics, on the contrary, having first con- 
vinced themselves of their Church being en- 
dowed with infallibility in teaching, are injal- 
libly sure, not only of the inspiration of the 
holy Scriptures but also of their true meaning, 

XVIII. 

That the Bible alone was not intended to 
be the sole rule of faith is sufl&ciently evident 
from history, which tells us that the Catholic 
Church existed already fully three centuries 
before it had become known which were in- 
spired writings. History tells us also, that the 
Bible was not the sole rule of faith, even 
after the Third Council of Carthage had 
declared which writings were inspired and 
which were not. This is apparent from the 
fact, that before the art of printing was in- 
vented, it was, at least, morally impossible for 
the great majority of p^o^V^ \.c> V"s:n^ -a. "^-^s^ss. 
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for their use. Neither is the Bible intended 
to be the only rule of faith at present. The 
rule of faith left by our Lord must be a rule 
that all can make use of. Such a rule cannot 
be the Bible^ since there will always be a 
great number of people who either cannot read, 
or cannot get a copy of the Bible in their own 
language, or cannot understand what they read. 
This is corroborated by every day's experience. 
In fact, the boastful watchword of the so-called 
Reformation, **The Bible, and nothing but 
the Bible,*' has 7iever been carried out in prac- 
tice. The real difference between Protestants 
and Catholics consists actually in this, that 
Protestants accept as interpreters of holy Scrip- 
ture unauthorized ijidividuals or small bodies of 
men, whilst Catholics have as their interpre- 
ters of Holy Writ the infallible Church of God. 

XIX. 

Of those who do not listen to the Catholic 
Church, the words of St. Paul become perfectly 
true, that they are ** tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine" 
(Ephes. iv. 14), whilst Catholics believe and 
profess the same doctrine all over the world 
with a unanimity, which cannot otherwise be 
accounted for, than by admitting that it is 
the work of Almighty God. The faith of 
Catholics is not only uniform, bul \X is «As>a un- 
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changeable^ both regarding time and place ; like 

its Divine Founder, the same yesterday, to-day, 

and for ever. 

XX. 

Part, at least, of the Episcopalians also 
claim to be in full possession of the powers left 
by our Lord to the Apostles and their suc- 
cessors. But this claim, including that of apos- 
tolic succession, they cannot prove. 

XXI. 

The so-called ** branch theory," that the 
Episcopal is a branch of the Catholic Church, 
is untenable ; for there can be no different and 
contradictory doctrines in the true Church, 
which, after all, would be the case, if the Epis- 
copal Church and the Roman Catholic Church 
belonged as branches to the same Church of 

Christ. 

XXII. 

The true Church must necessarily claim in- 
fallibility^ or freedom from error, in teaching. 
A church not claiming infallibility in teaching 
cannot claim the right to oblige people to 
admit its teachings as true. From this it fol- 
lows that, since the Episcopal Church does not 
claim infallibility in teaching,* confesses that 

* " Take the Christian people of this land in the mass, 
it is probably true of its several divisions, that no one of them 
is entirely in the right upon all povoXs, ^sA wq av!k& <i\ Vi&K«i.>a:^$ics^ 
slW points entirely in the wcon^, W Vs e^axVi ^«svx^2!c^&^'<ioa:^ 
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it has neither authority to teach, nor authority 

to require its teaching to be admitted as true, 

and, consequently, that it is not the Church 

which our I/jrd has founded, to teach all 

nations.* 

XXIII. 

The Episcopalian Church is adopting more 
and more each year the doctrines and practices 
of the Roman Catholic Church, doctrines and 
practices which this same Episcopal Church at 
one tim repudiated as useless, erroneous, and 
superstitious But if this Episcopal Church 
. should adopt all the doctrines and practices of 
the Roman Catholic Church, and be in their pro- 
fession and observance even more faithful and 
zealous than the Roman Catholic Church her- 
self, it would, after all, remain only a soulless 

those who are more in the right and less in the wrong than 
others should come to the front ; but which these are can be 
known only by the test of time. God, by some sifting process 
of His own, will ultimately sever the evil from the good and 
manifest His Church." — Rev. Wm. Huntington^ D,D., Rector 
of Grace Churchy New York^ in " Why I am what I am." 

* The heaviest blow ever dealt to Protestantism by Protestants 
has lately come from some Protestant Episcopalian bishops. In 
their pastoral of October i8, 1894, New York, in order to secure 
a hearing and submission these bishops declare, that the Church 
founded by Jesus Christ has been endowed with infallibility in 
teaching. This is a real suicidal profession. For, if the Church 
founded by Jesus Christ has been endowed by Him with in- 
fallibility, then it cou/d not and has not fallen into error ; then 
it never stood in need of reformation in doctrine. Then the 
so-called Reformation was a useless attempt^ and l?xoX«%\ASit\ssa 
lias no pretext at all for its existence. 
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body until having submitted to the authority of 

the Roman Catholic Church and to that of the 

Roman Pontiff, successor of St. Peter. Until 

then it resembles a statue, which, though you 

may vest it so as to make it appear like a living 

being, yet is and will always be but a lifeless 

thing. 

XXIV. 

It is evident, both from Holy Scripture and 
from tradition, that Peter was appointed by our 
Lord the head of the Apostles ; that to him our 
Lord gave a Primacy not only of honor ^ but also 
of jurisdiction^ and that, consequently, this 
Primacy of St. Peter and of his successors is an 
essential part of the government of the Church 
founded by Christ.* 

XXV. 

The **keys*' of the kingdom of heaven — 

that is to say, the supreme spiritual power — 

Christ gave to Peter alone. * * I will give to 

thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven *' (Matt. 

xvi. 19). 

XXVI. 

It is also evident from holy Scripture that 
the superiority of authority which our Lord gave 
to St. Peter was acknowledged and admitted 

* •• Uniting with the See of Peter, is to be the Church of Christ. 
Not to acknowledge the See of Peter, is to form. anfl. «svv^>5ocs^& ^ 
/human oi^anization.*^-— /u(2ge JRobinson^ Professor of "^ole 
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by the other apostles, and history tells us 
that the Bishop of Rome, as successor of St. 
Peter, was always regarded as the head of the 
whole Church and as endowed with special poivers. 
As a last desperate effort to find an excuse for 
their not submitting to the authority of the 
Bishop of Rome, the Anglicans have tried 
to disprove this historical £Eu:t. In this en- 
deavor they have made a lamentable fiasco^ 
and only succeeded in opening the eyes of 
many well-meaning and sincere members of 
their community to the untenableness of their 

position. 

XXVII. 

St. Peter was^ and, consequently, every 
Bishop of Rome, as successor of St. Peter, is 
for the Church of Christ what the foundation is 
for the house. Shake the foundation, and the 
whole house will be moved. From this it fol- 
lows, that ever>' Bishop of Rome in his capacity 
as successor of St. Peter must necessarily be en- 
dowed with infallibilily in teaching the Church. 

XXVIII. 

Our Lord appointed St. Peter as the shep- 
herd of the whole flock,* — ^that is, of the whole 

* ** One God, one Christ, one Mediator ; one Truth, one 
Church ; one episcopate, though manj bishops, as there is twit 
one sun with many rays. But the foundation of this oneness 
Christ has laid in Peter, to whom He has given the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven and consigned his entire flock.' 
Cj'prian; aa. s^ 
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Church ; consequently every member of the 
Church is bound in conscience to follow the 
direction of St. Peter and of his successors. 
But, if we are obliged by our Lord to follow the 
supreme shepherd of the Church, then we have 
also at the same time the assurance, that our 
Lord will never allow us to be led by this su- 
preme shepherd — /.^., by the successor of St. 
Peter — into pastures of error. 

XXIX. 

Our Lord prayed for St, Peter, that ** his faith 
fail not/' 

To deny St. Peter*s and his successors' in- 
fallibility in teaching the whole Church, is the 
same as to declare, that the prayer of the Son 
of God was null and void, which is certainly 
pronouncing a blasphemy. 

XXX. 

History, too, is proof of the infallibility of 
the successors of St. Peter. Many learned men 
have spent almost a life-time in order to discover 
one single instance of a pope having taught a 
doctrine in contradiction with what was taught 
by another pope. As yet they have labored in 
vain. Catholics most willingly admit, that 
among the successors of St. Peter there have 
been men who were far from being saints ; but 
this fact is only one more proof that the Papacy, 
as well as the Churck, is a dimne \\ss.>csx.>^v^'^^ 
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preserved by the almighty power of God Him- 
self from falling into error. Our Lord has prom- 
ised not to allow His Vicar on earth to become 
a teacher of error. This promise our Lord is 
both willing and able to keep. He has kept it 
and will continue to keep it unto the end of 
time, and even if the most unworthy men 
should happen to sit on the throne of Peter. 

XXXI. 

As soon as you shall become convinced that 
the Roman Catholic Church is that 07ie and only 
Church which our Lord has founded, and which 
He has endowed with authority to teach all na- 
tions and with freedom from error in teaching, 
you will be also convinced of your strict duty to 
submit to this Church, and to ask of her to 
be instructed in all you have to believe and 
to do in order to save your soul. What is yet 
wanting to you may be the gift of faith. To 
be intellectually co7ivi7iced and to believe are two 
things infinitely different from one another. 
The former belongs to the itatural, the latter .to 
the super7iatural order ; the one you can obtain 
by the" natural faculties of the intellect, the 
other only by a supernatural help coming di- 
rectly from God. Without the light or gift of 
faith, one, however intellectually convinced, is 
unable to believe supernatural, revealed truths, 
just as one who has perfectly healthy eyes is 
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unable to see without light. This full3' ex- 
plains why so many highly talented and highly 
educated persons do not believe, notwithstand- 
ing their being convinced that God gave a 
revelation to mankind, and confided this His 
revelation to the custody of the Catholic 
Church. They do not believe because they 
caniiot believe/ and they cannot believe either 
Ixicause they have never received the gift of faith 
or they have lost it by their own fault. If 
talent and learning were sufficient to believe, 
then highly talented afld learned persons would 
also be better off spiritually than persons less 
talented and less learned, whilst daily experi- 
ence proves that poorly talented and poorly 
instructed, but truly humble persons, believe 
most firmly. They possess the gift or light 
of faith in a very great measure. In this light 
all that God has revealed and what holy 
Church proposes to their belief, appears to 
them so clearly and so certainly revealed, that 
to doubt it in the least becomes for them, as 
it were, a moral impossibility. 

XXXII. 

After having become convinced of your duty 
to submit to the authority of the Roman Catlio- 
lic Church, still more after having done so with 
the help of God's special grace, you mustvv^t 
wonder, if you are al ov\ee ^ss^^Xfc^ ^>5Csv ^J^i^ 
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kinds of temptations, unknown to you before. 
The arch-enemy of God and man hates nothing 
so much as the Church of Jesus Christ. Hence 
he most willingly grants everything, and is, as 
it were, willing to make great sacrifices, if by 
doing so he can keep persons out of the true 
Church. In the Roman Catholic Church he 
recognizes the mystical body of Jesus Christ, 
and that infallible and all-powerful means in- 
stituted by Him, to lead men into the pos- 
session of heaven, from which he and all the 
fallen angels are for ever excluded. These 
temptations and annoyances, therefore, must 
be for you one more convincing proof that the 
Roman Catholic Church is . the true Church 
of Christ. Don^t be disturbed by them nor 
dispute with them. As Pilate said: ** What 
I have written, I have written" ; so also say 
you to the tempter: ** What I have resolved 
to be and to do, I have resolved.'* Be faith- 
ful in your prayers, and in due time God will 
command the storm of temptations to abate. 
The clouds of doubts and perplexities will dis- 
perse and a great calm will ensue. Whilst the 
enemy intends to harm and ruin you, God 
wishes you to have a chance to prove your 
fidelity and generosity, and thus to take firmer 
and deeper root in the fertile soil of holy 
Church. To confirm and encourage you the 
more against possible temptations and annoy- 
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ances call to mind and convince yourself of the 
following truths. 

XXXIII. 

In order to truly please God we must not 
only abstain from evil, but also do the positive 
will of God; but to do the will of God we must 
learn it ; to learn it we must make use of that 
means which He Himself has instituted to 
acquaint men with His holy will. This means 
is the Church founded by Jesus Christ, which 
you have become convinced is the Roman 
Catholic Church. Consequently, every one 
who in all earnestness wishes to- do God's holy 
will, and thus become pleasing in His sight, 
must listen to the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

XXXIV. 

The question is not, whether we have all the 
same God, whom we all intend to serve ; but 
whether we serve Him in the manner He Him- 
self requires ; for only when a servant does what 
his master demands of him, can he expect to 
please him and to be rewarded by him. 

XXXV. 

Whatever endearing expressions a child 
may make use of, and however generously and 
sincerely it may try to please its parents and 
make them loved and honored by others, it can 
never truly please them as long as it neglects 
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or refuses to do that one thing which they, 
above all others, require of it. So neither 
can any one truly please God, however great 
and generous his endeavors may be, if he 
neglects or refuses to submit to the authority 
of holy Church, or neglects to clear up his 
doubts as to whether the Church he belongs to 
is, or is not, the Church founded by Jesus 
Christ. Such a one only deceives himself and 
allows himself to be deceived by others, and all 
the good works he may imagine he is perform- 
ing are scarcely more than mere rubbish in the 

sight of God. . 

XXXVI. 

When appearing before the judgment-seat 
of our Lord, one may enumerate all the good 
actions he has performed and call upon the 
whole world as a witness of the irreproachable 
and edifying life he has led ; but all will avail 
him nothing, if he did not submit to the au- 
thority of the true Church, or, by his own fault, 
did not come to the full knowledge of it. 
Our Lord will tell him, that for the good works 
he has performed and for the morally good and 
edifying life he hasled, he has already received 
his reward oii earth by having been kept free 
from the attacks of violent temptations, by hav- 
ing had success in his undertakings, by having 
enjoyed the esteem and love of his fellow-men, by 
having been praised and extolled by them even 
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after death ; but that he cannot expect a reward 
in heaven, which is reserved only for the obedi- 
ent children of the true Church. 

XXXVII. 

The saying, that it does not matter what a 
man believes, provided he does what is right, 
involves a contradiction. It implies, that a 
man may believe things to be true and do just 
what is contrary to what he believes. Besides, 
** doing what is right " includes also ** listening 
to the Church.*' Hence, no one, knowing the 
true Church of Christ, and, after all, not sub- 
mitting to her, can say that he does * * all that 
is right.'* He transgresses wilfully and con- 
tinually a most important commandment of 
God by not submitting and not listening to the 
Church, and is, in fact, a very great sinner in 
the eyes of God, whatever he maybe in. the 
eyes of men, should he even rival the Pharisees 
of old in external righteousness. 

XXXVIII. 

*' Out of the Roman Catholic Church '* there 
is no salvation for those who know her to be 
the true Church founded by Jesus Christ, and, 
after all, refuse to submit to her ; neither for 
those who doubt whether the church they be- 
long to is the true Church, but neglect to clear 
up their doubts, and thus remain by their own 
fault ignorant of the true Church founded by 
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JtttiUH Ciiritit, who hati ttoletntily declared : *' He 
wliu will not lifeiteii to the Church, let him be 
to thee UH the heathen and publican" (Matt, 
xviii. 17), and, '*He that heareth you, heareth 
me ; und he that despiseth you, deapiaetb me" 
(Uukex. jft). Whatever edifying lives such 
pcrmiua may lead, they cannot be saved. They 
will be lost, not on account of the positive evil 
Ihey have done, but on account of what they 
have omitted to do. There is good reason to 
snspci t, that a great deal of the zeal at pres- 
ent muniicHted among non-Catholics and their 
1 ia/.c for performing works of charity, and in 
this, if possible, to outdo Catholics, is reducible 
to an endeavor to stifle ntigious doudts. When 
suvU doubts assail them they look at them- 
selves ; compare their good and moral lives 
with the bail and immoral lives led by so many 
Catholics; heap up before the eyes of their 
soul uU the gOiHl and charitable works they 
have peifvnuied and are yet performing. Thus 
pleasing and admiring themselves they dis« 
miss all annoying doubts as to whether they 
aic members of the true Church, or iK>t ; and 
being satisfic^l with themselves, they conclude 
that tUnl too must be satisfieil with them. Be- 
sides, the enemy of Oixl and man is ouly too 
anxious to wutiim such j)enH.MUi iu their falae 
IK^avv. scsuuitv and self-delusion, and to siic- 
VCv\l herein still bcttv^r he is most wiUii^ lo 
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play the part 6f an angel of light, filling their 
hearts with. false and counterfeit sentiments of 
devotion and piety, and urging them on to 
practise those moral virtues towards which they 
feel naturally inclined. Thus he will succeed 
in preventing them from inquiring into the doc- 
trines of the Church, and so will keep them out 
of her pale, iaud, consequently, out of the way 

of salvation. 

XXXIX. 

It is unreasonable and unjust to judge the 
Roman Catholic Church by the bad lives of 
many unfaithful members. Catholics are bad 
only in as far as they do not live as Catholics. 
The Catholic Church is a good tree and as 
such can bring forth only good fruit ; but as 
you can find bad fruit on the best tree, so you 
will find afso bad fruit" on the good tree of the 
Catholic Church. But, as bad fruit on a good 
and healthy tree does not owe its being bad to 
the good tree, but to some bad influence 
from without, so the bad conduct of so many 
Catholics is due, not to the Church but to 
some bad influence outside the spirit of the 
Church. He who lives up fully to the teach- 
ing and direction of the holy Roman Catholic 
Church will infallibly become a saint. All 
saints whose sanctity God has made known 
by miracles were children of the Holy Roman 
Catholic: Church without a single exceQtlotL;^ 
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and saints are nothing else but the fruit of the 
good tree of the Catholic Church. 

XI,. 

It is also unreasonable and unjust to judge 
and measure the moral goodness of actions by 
what they appear to be. The intention of the 
heart is the only measure for our good, as for 
our bad deeds. Actions little objectionable in 
the eyes of men may be highly displeasing in 
the sight of God, and actions very objection- 
able in the eyes of men may be little, or not at 
all objectionable in the sight of God. Slaves 
of sensual passions, whose very appearance is 
highly disgusting, are certainly less hateful in 
the sight of God, than persons intoxicated with 
pride, however respectable and even praise- 
worthy may be their external conduct. Who 
could doubt, that the public sinner in the tem- 
ple, even before he so humbly asked for God's 
pardon, was far less displeasing to God than the 
proud Pharisee, notwithstanding the latter's 
dazzling exterior righteousness. Hence, those 
who proudly refuse to become children of the 
holy Catholic Church, although they know, 
or at least suspect, that she is the true Church 
of Christ, are certainly far greater sinners be- 
fore God, than Catholics who willingly submit 
to the Church, but are not free from sins 
of sensuality. Sensuality has al lea^st \,\i^ ^ij;.- 
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cuse of weakness ; not so pride, refusing to 
submit to the authority of the Church. This 
explains also why, in many cases, God does 
not deprive slaves of sensuality of the gift of 
faith, whilst it is often withdrawn as punish- 
ment for intellectual pride. 

XLI. 

As it is wrong to judge an individual, so it 
is also wrong and unjust to judge families, so- 
cieties, and even whole nations by their mere 
external conduct, which may be pleasing, 
polite and engaging, but cannot be called 
truly good unless its motive be the desire to 
do the holy will of God as made known by 
His holy Church. It is also in this in- 
tention of conforming our conduct to the will 
of God, as made known to us by the Church, 
that true education consists. Hence, a poor 
servant-girl, knowing well her catechism and 
anxious to live according to what she has 
learned from holy Church to be the will of God 
regarding her, is truly educated, whilst a 
lady of fashion, although a leader in society, 
but ignorant or forgetful of what God by the 
voice of His Church requires of her, whatever 
her worldly learning and accomplishments may 
be, is not educated at all, and possesses no re- 
semblance to the pattern of true perfection, 
which is God Himself, 
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XUI. 

Remember well, a mere moral \\{e^ alone is 
not a sufficient claim to a reward in heaven. 
It must be a moral life rooted in true faith and 
led in obedience to the teaching of holy 
Church, the sole and infallible messenger and 
interpreter of God's holy will. 

XUII. 

As in the physical order by sham miracles, 
so in the spiritual order by sham piety, the 
devil is anxious to ape God, in order to throw 
discredit on the Church and to quiet non- 
Catholics in their doubts. Although the fallen 
spirits cannot work real miracles, after all, 
they possess a great knowledge of the laws 
of nature, a greater understanding of the 
natural forces than that possessed by the most 
learned men. Of this knowledge God permits 
them to make use from time to time, either 
for the punishment or for the trial of men. 
Thus Satan is not only willing, but also able, 
to play the part of an angel of light by pro- 
ducing false feelings and sentiments of piet)' 
and devotion, and that even by the apparent 
granting of prayers, if by so doing he can 
obtain his wicked end. Obedience to holy 
Church is the only true and infallible touch- 
stone oi gennitiQ virtue and genuine piety, 
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XUV. 

What our Lord has said remains always 
true: ** Unless you become as little children, 
you shall not enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven** (Matt, xviii. 3). However much con- 
vinced they may have become intellectually^ that 
the Roman Catholic Church is the one Church 
founded by Jesus Christ, they will not receive 
the grace to enter it unless they humble them- 
selves, becoming like children. 

XLV. 

You must not wonder if you hear of persons 
well instructed in the Catholic religion, even 
of priests, who cease to believe the doctrines 
of the Catholic Church. By their own fault, 
either on account of their intellectual pride 
or on account of their immoral lives, God 
has withdrawn from them the supernatural gift 
of faith, and without this heavenly light they 
are now as unable to believe, as one is un- 
able to see in darkness. Neither talents nor 
learning are a safeguard against becoming an 

infidel. 

XLVI. 

If priests do not co-operate with, but rather 
abuse the special graces God has bestowed 
upon them, who can wonder if He punishes 
them more severely than others who have 
received fewer extraordinary graces? Their 
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fall proves more disastrous and well-nigh ir- 
reparable. Holy Scripture tells us that the 
corruption of what is best is the worst. 

XLVII. 

You must not be surprised if you hear of 
scandals, and even of very great scandals, in 
the Catholic Church ; and this not only among 
the faithful, but also among the clergy, high 
and low. Their being members of the true 
Church does not free Catholics from the at- 
tacks of hell, but rather exposes them more 
to the hatred of Satan and his emissaries. 
Daily experience confirms the truth, that the 
more one is attached to the Catholic Church, 
and the more he endeavors to live up to her 
spirit and teaching, the more he has to suffer 
from the attacks of the wicked. The same is 
true of Catholic families, societies, parishes, 
religious congregations, and even of nations. 
This explains why, especially in Catholic coun- 
tries, the efforts of hell against the Catholic 
Church and her children are so furious. The 
hatred of hell against a person, a family, or a 
nation is always in proportion to their attach- 
ment to the Catholic Church. Hell most will- 
ingly grants everything desirable, is even 
willing to assist in advancing the temporal 
prosperity of individuals, families, and nations, 
and, If necessary, even to help to ^et m^ ?l 
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sham piety and to practise sham moral vir- 
tues, if by so doing it can cast discredit on the 
Church of Christ. Catholics are soldiers led 
out of the barracks into the open battle-field to 
encounter the enemy. Converts continually 
profess that their submission to the authority 
of the Roman Catholic Church was the signal 
for battle; that, as soon as they had become 
members of the Catholic Church the}'- were 
assailed and harassed by temptations of which 
they had no idea before. Happily, temptations 
are no evil in themselves; on the contrary, 
they are so many helps to become more 
rooted in virtue and to lay up a greater store 
of never-ending treasures in heaven. 

XLVIII. 
Thieves do not usually attack poor people, 
but those whom they suppose to carry some- 
thing valuable with them. This explains why 
Satan and his emissaries tempt but little or not 
at all sinners, and those who by their own fault 
are not members of the Catholic Church. He 
and his fellow-demons know full well that all 
such persons may possess, including even their 
moral goodness and tlieir moral virtues, is with- 
out any supernatural value in the sight of God. 

XLlX. 

Being the true Church, and consequently the 
mystical body of our L^oid^ \.\i^ "^woxaaxs. ^"aS^Ocij^, 
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Church lives continually the life of our Lord. 
You may draw a parallel between the life of our 
Lord and that of the Roman Catholic Church. 
As our Lord was calumniated, falsely accused, 
hated, persecuted, and even unjustly and 
shamefully condemned without a chance being 
given to Him to defend Himself, so also 
the Church of our Lord, from the very begin- 
ning of her existence was, is, and will always 
be unto the end of time the only Church cal- 
umniated, hated, misrepresented, persecuted, 
and condemned without a chance being given 
to her to defend herself. No other so-called 
Church is hated, except only in as far as it 
approaches in its teaching the Catholic Church. 
Neither are the Jews hated and persecuted on 
account of their religious profession, but on 
account of their nationality and the odium 
attached to it. 

L. 

Do you not find it rather surprising that any 
priest, who professes to turn his back on the 
Catholic Church, however unknown he may 
have been before, is at once by the^ Protestant 
public, including, alas ! not a few of their 
clergy, held up as a man of learning, etc., and 
whatever his antecedents may have been, is 
praised and lauded ? Pulpits are at once of- 
/ered to him, aud the more vehemenlVy \i^ e^xv 
mvei'gh against and abuse his motti^T, \}ci& 
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Catholic Church, who has nourished him, and 
rehearse all the old and stale objections and 
oft-refuted calumnies, the more he is applauded. 
Compare with this the dealing of the Catholic 
Church with regard to those who have sub- 
mitted to her authority. She is anxious to 
instru(^t them more and more in their holy re- 
ligion, and urges them on to practise it in 
kumiliiy. 

LI. 

Non-Catholics experience great self-compla- 
cency in spending much time; energy, and 
money in battling against side-issues — for in- 
stance, against intemperance, profanity, cruelty 
towards children and animals, profanation of 
the Sunday, etc. — whilst they are little or not at 
all concerned about what is of chief importance, 
viz., about clearing up their well-founded doubt 
whether the religion they profess be the true 
one or not. Omitting to do this, they continu- 
ally sin grievously against the love they owe 
to themselves ; for to expose one's self wan- 
tonly to a great danger is already a sin against 
well-ordered self-love; and to such a danger 
every one exposes himself who lives on in 
doubt whether the religion he professes is the 
true one or not. Thus, whilst admiring them- 
selves on account of the gt^aX. x^2\>0c«:^ ^s^^*^ ^ 
and the great and good yiox^'& >Jckfe^ \\ssa?^^^^ 
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they perform, they omit a most important duty 
and miserably deceive themselves. 

LII. 

Non-Catholics Very slowly and rather reluc- 
tantly rid themselves* of the idea, that the 
Church is a mere human institution, owing her 
coming into existence and her continuation in 
existence to human endeavors. This explains 
why Protestants take so great a personal in- 
terest in the forming ?ind upholding of their dif- 
ferent churches. Considering their respective 
church as a njere human institution, Protestants 
think themselves individually called upon to use 
all the human means at their disposal to keep it 
in existence, at the same time tinkering at it 
in order to make it more and more accord with 
their individual ideas of what a church should 
be. Catholics, on the other hand, are con- 
vinced that their Church is a divine institution, 
which from the very beginning of her existence 
has received from her divine Architect and 
Builder all that is necessary for her unchange- 
able preservation unto the end of time. 

LIII. 
If you are sincere in your search after truth, 
then you will, with the help of God's grace, 
sooner or later become convinced that all the so- 
called churches, except the holy Roman Catho- 
Jic Churchy are mere human inveniionz^ ehang- 
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ing and changing until nothing of them remains 
but the name and some external observances. 
They are upheld and seem even to prosper for 
a longer or shorter time by human means and 
the good faith and sincerity of, no doubt, a 
great number of their adherents. The Roman 
Catholic Church, on the contrary, is the 07ily 
Church that came directly from the creative 
hand of God, and as such contains in herself 
all that is essential for her to continue to exist 
and to fulfil her duties until time shall be no 
more ; that is to say, the Catholic Church alone 
will unto the end of time teach men with in- 
fallible certainty what they have to believe 
and to do to work out their salvation. 

UV. 

A little attention must convince you, that 
Protestantism is rapidly falling to pieces. Do 
not take it ill if, for illustration's sake, I com- 
pare it to an old garment which, while being 
mended in one part, tears in another. New 
means are daily tried to mend Protestantism 
and to prolong its existence; but all these 
means, instead of being useful, only hasten the 
inevitable dissolution. Protestant leaders being 
aware of this, are continually on the lookout for 
some sentimental movement of the day — for in- 
stance, temperance, female suffrage, and the 
like — to use it as a check to the course of dis- 
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solution, or at least to divert public attention 
from it. All these attempts may well be com- 
pared to artificial fireworks. They dazzle and 
delight for a while, but soon great darkness 
covers the debris. 

LV. 

Do not allow yourself to be disturbed by the 
fact, that many very learned persons do not sub- 
mit to the authority of the Roman Catholic 
Church. It cannot be diflScult for you to be- 
come convinced, that very learned non-Catholics 
are often pitiably ignorant of the teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Most of their 
knowledge of the Catholic Church is second- 
hand knowledge; having themselves scarcely 
ever or never consulted a book written by a 
competent Catholic writer. There are many 
instances of well-meaning and learned non- 
Catholics who felt quite indignant, when they 
at last, seemingly by chance, were led to read 
a Catholic book, and thus became aware that 
Catholic doctrine is very far from what it had 
been constantly represented to them. 

LVI. 

To make temporal success a mark of the true 
Church is more than childish. Rather the con- 
trary must be supposed to be one of the char- 
acteristic marks of that Church which has for 
jher I^ounder the greatest lover of poverty trTio 
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was ever on earth, and who left to His disciples 

poverty and sufferings as His most precious 

legacy. 

LVII. 

Those who cease to be members of the 
Roman Catholic Church are slaves of sensual- 
ity, ignorant of her true teachings or intoxi- 
cated with pride. Of this you will become con- 
vinced, if you will only look beyond the varnish 
of an exterior decorum. 

LVIII. 

You do not wonder when you hear of very 
learned persons becoming mentally deranged. 
Neither have you any reason to wonder, if 
you hear of a person, well instructed in the 
Catholic religion, having ceased to believe 
as a Catholic. It is the effect of a spiritual 
derangement following God's withdrawal of 
the light of faith. Always remember, that to 
be a child of the true Church is a special gift 
of God, which no one can merits and which, 
once received, can be lost again. 

LIX. 

You will willingly admit that there are Pro- 
testant churches which are only religious club- 
houses. Persons anxious to come into contact 
with people of their own social standing con- 
nect themselves with some fashionable Protest- 
ant church, judging this Xo b^one of the best 
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.means to obtain this end. It is different with 
.Catholics. . They have not churches exclu- 
sively for the rich and respectable people, and 
churches exclusively for the poorer classes of 
society. Persons of whatever social standing 
meet in the same Catholic Church as in the 
house of Gody who is no respecter of persons.* 

LX. 

It becomes daily more evident, that since 
the so-called Reformation of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, history has bden one uninterrupted con- 
spiracy against truth ; it was invented to fur- 
nish a plausible pretext for what was done by 
the so-called reformers and their willing abet- 
tors, the temporal princes. Even non-Catholic, 
but honest historians admit this fact, and quite 
a number of them — to mention only a few: 
Hurter, Gfroerer, Ouno Klopp — with God's 
grace, have been brought to the true Church 
by their study of history. 

LXI. 
There have always been and will always con- 

* What do you think of the endeavor and ambition of Pro- 
testant ministers to be impressive whilst praying at public ser- 
vice ? Don't you think there is reason to fear that such 
ministers in their endeavor to become impressive to their hearers 
may become forgetfuj of God, and that what otherwise would 
have been a good prayer may become a poor sermon ? The 
Pharisee, no doubt, was also very impressive to those who 
happened to be near him ; but you know also well, what was 
our Lord's judgment of him. 
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tinue to be miracles in the Roman Catholic 
Church, miracles so well proved that only want 
of good will can refuse to admit them. But 
outside the Roman Catholic Church not one 
miracle has ever been proved. 

LXII. 

Nor will you find one single non-Catholic 
who has given his life in defence of the doc- 
trines of Protestantism. Those who are called 
Protestant martyrs are proved to have suffered 
death for their own (private) individual reli- 
gious opinions, to uphold proudly ideas and 
convictions purely human, or in punishment for 
crimes committed against the laws of the state. 
Catholic martyrs, on the contrary, do not die 
in order to proudly uphold private opinions, 
but for truths taught by the true Church ; 
and thus they perform an act of most humble 
submission to authority and of total self- 
abnegation. 

IvXIII. 

It is admitted by non-Catholics, that the 
Roman Catholic Church was for some centuries 
the faithful guardian of revealed truth. Now, 
you will find that just during these centuries 
those very doctrines have been separately con- 
demned which Protestantism* teaches. Conse- 
quently, Protestantism concedes, that its own 

650704 
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doctriues were condemned at a time when the 
Roman Catholic Church was undoubtedly the 
faithful guardian of revealed truth. 

LXIV. 

Experience proves that the more Protestants 
study the doctrines of Protestantism the more 
they become immersed in doubts and per- 
plexities. On the contrary, the more Catholics 
study the doctrines of the Catholic religion the 
more confirmed they become in their religion 
and the more attached to their Church.* t 

* Let not the different devotions puzzle you, which spring; up 
from time to time in the Catholic Church. When once fully in- 
structed you will be convinced, that there is nothing; in these de- 
votions that does not fully accord with Catholic doctrine. The 
Church watches most carefully over all that is g:oing on, and 
such devotions she most rigorously examines before they re- 
ceive her approbation. Compare her to a garden, in which the 
Divine Gardener has planted from the very beginning the seeds 
of all these devotions, to spring up, not all at once but suc- 
cessively. 

t One of the greatest difficulties for non-Catholics is the doc- 
trine of indulgences ; but a perfect knowledge and understanding 
of Catholic doctrine will fully remove this difficulty, as it removes 
any other possible difficulty, changing them from being stum- 
bling-blocks into so many stepping-stones to the true Church of 
Christ. Let me add only a few remarks : An indulgence is not 
a permission to commit a sin ; neither is it a remission of the 
guilt of sin, but only a cancelling of the temporal punishment yet 
due to the divine justice after the guilt and eternal punishment 
have been taken away. Our Lord gave to His Apostles the power 
to remove every impediment to heaven. This power, once given, 
has never been taken back, and, consequently, remains with the 
successors of the Apostles in the true Church, 
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XIvV. 

If the Roman Catholic Church were a hu- 
man institution she would doubtlessly have 
disappeared long ago from the face of the earth ; 
for there can scarcely be imagined any force 
that has not been employed against her; but 
instead of bringing on her ruin, every trial and 
persecution has proved to be a sure forerunner 
of one more glorious triumph over her enemies. 

XLVI. 

Whilst Protestants always tend to extremes 
Catholics are led by their holy religion in the 
sure middle-way. Hence the piety of Catholics 
is sweet, quiet, attractive, whilst Protestants of 
good faith, in their endeavor to practise piety, 
are often sad, or extravagant in sentimental 
demonstrations. 

LXVII. 

You will never hear of a Catholic who, at 
the approach of death, in order to secure his 
eternal salvation, has become a Protestant. 
Innumerable, on the contrary, are the instances 
of Protestants who, when about to leave this 
world, have asked to be received into the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

LXVIII. 

Neither will you ever hear that converts to 
the Catholic Church, who have faithfully lived 
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up to her teaching, have ever regretted their 
submission to. her authority ; but, on the con- 
trary, they for the most part abound in feelings 
and expressions of J^ratitude for what they are 
convinced was the greatest favor bestowed upon 
them by the goodness of God. 

LXIX. 

Whilst the Roman Catholic Church swells 
her ranks with the very cream of what can be 
found among the most learned, most honest, 
best instructed, most intelligent, and, for their 
morals, highly estimable persons. Protestantism 
can gather recruits only among individuals 
who are either ignorant or, at least, justly sus- 
pected regarding their morals.* 

LXX. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes was once asked by 
a clergyman, what effect religious beliefs had 
on the minds of the dying. His reply was : 
** So far as I have observed persons nearing the 
end of life, the Roman Catholics understand 
the business of dying better than Protestants. 
I have seen a good many Roman Catholics on 
their death-bed ; and it always appeared to me 

* Let not the apparent vitality of the Anglican Church de- 
ceive you. Looking beneath the surface of things, you will 
become convinced that much of what seems to be grand, in it 
chiefly rests on a foundation of disobedience to what High 
Churchmen themselves profess to be their lawful authority. 
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that they accepted the inevitable with a com- 
posure which showed that their belief, whether 
or not the best to live by, was a better one to 
die by.'* Innumerable noii- Catholics have had 
the same experience, and many of them have 
expressed it in words similar to those of Dr. 
Wendell Holmes. The logical conclusion to be 
drawn from it must necessarily be this: *'If 
the Roman Catholic Church is the best one to die 
in^ it must be also the best one to live i7i,*^ 

LXXI. 

Do not listen to those foolish persons who 
proclaim, that it is beneath a wise and honest 
man to change his religion. First of all, be- 
coming a Catholic, strictly speaking, is not 
** changing one's religion,'* since the Catholic 
religion is the only one which merits the name 
** religion," as it alone is capable of doing what 
is expressed by the word "religion," which 
means ''reunite," viz., to "unite man again 
with God " ; — secondly, if to become a Catholic 
were after all a "change of religion," this 
change would be a most rational and prudent 
act, worthy of a man, since it would be aba7i- 
doning error in order to embj'acc tnUh,'^ 

* Validly baptized Protestants, if in perfectly jjood faith, in 
becoming Catholics do not leave the Church of their baptism, but 
only enter it more fully. From having belonged only to the 
soul of the Church they pass also to the body of it. ' 



44 Unworthy of a Man. 

LXXII. 

Reflect on what St. Augustine told the Do- 
natist schismatics : * * Whosoever is separated 
from the Catholic Church, however innocently 
he may think he lives, for this, crime alone, 
that he is separated from the unity of Christ, 
will he not have life, but the anger of God re- 
mains upon him" (Council., Labb^, torn. ii. 
p. 1520). 

LXXIII. 

There can be no action more unworthy of a 
man, than to live as a Protestant, troubled in 
mind with serious doubts, without taking 
pains to have them cleared up ; and still more 
to continue to be a Protestant after having ar- 
rived at the knowledge that the Catholic Church 
is the Church founded by Christ. This is like 
the conduct of a man who, wishing to arrive in 
a certain city, enters a railroad car. Soon 
doubts arise in his mind whether the car is the 
right one or not. He then is told that the car 
does not go to the city he wishes to reach ; yet 
instead of leaving it at once to go to the right 
one, he begins to consider how comfortably he 
is seated, and how inviting everything is that 
meets his eye. Admonished to leave, he an- 
swers, without bestirring himself : ** All right ; 
J don^t care whether the car goes to the city or 
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not. I wish to remain in it ; I find it too com- 
fortable and too pleasant to leave it/* 

LXXIV. 

Do not repeat after others that foolish say- 
ing : ** God will not ask of men to what church 
they have belonged, but whether they have led 
a good, honest, and moral life"; for God 
would cease to be God if, after having made 
known a religion, and after having founded a 
Church, He should be indifferent as to whether 
men should profess His religion and belong to 
His Church or not. In the second place, a 
good, honest life includes the perfect fulfil- 
ment of God's holy will ; it includes, conse- 
quently, the observance of all the command- 
ments of God and the firm belief in whatever 
Jesus Christ has sent the Apostles to teach ; 
it includes submission to the prelates of the 
true Church as successors of the Apostles, to 
whom Jesus has said: **He that heareth you, 
heareth Me; and he that despiseth you, de- 
spiseth Me" (St. I^uke x. 16). If a man 
fulfils all the other commandments of God, 
but fails in this, he toils and lives in vain. 
There are many who have, like you, led good 
and edifying lives ; but having come to the 
knowledge of truth they were fully convinced 
that all would avail them nothing, unless they 
submitted to the authority of the Roman Catho- 
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46 A Promise no longer Binding. 

lie Church and lived according to her doctrine 
and precepts. This was the reason why they 
gave up, and continue daily to give up, all that 
this world can offer, in order to cling to the 
mother of all the saints, the holy Roman Cath- 
olic Church. The approval of their conscience 
and the consolation of the Holy Ghost make 
their sacrifices light and even delightful. 

I.XXV. 

Be not troubled on account of the promise 
which you have made to live and die as a 
Protestant. When you made this promise you 
thought that Protestantism was the true re- 
ligion ; but having become convinced of its 
falsity, your promise is no longer binding. It 
would even be sinful to think one's self obliged 
to keep a promise to do what is displeasing to 

God. 

LXXVI. 

Now, my dear friend, let me take leave of 
you by recalling to your mind the words of our 
lyord : ' * What doth it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul** (St. 
Matt. xvi. 26). What will it profit you to have 
treasured up all the goods of this world ; to 
have won by your honesty, by your kindness, 
by your condescension and generosity, the af- 
fection and esteem of all who ever approached 
you, if you have not at the same time fulfilled 
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the great commandment of Jesus Christ, to 
** hear His Church'* and to submit to her au- 
thority and direction ! Be not like those fool- 
ish persons who, in exchange for some little 
passing earthly honor and comfort are will- 
ing to renounce the hope of an eternity of bliss 
and happiness. Be not like those weak-minded 
and ungrateful people who prefer to ignore 
God, their greatest Benefactor, rather than 
suffer the sneer of a friend or to grieve a family, 
blinded by ignorance and prejudice ! Imitate 
St. Paul, and say with him : *' lyord, what dost 
Thou wish me to do ? * ' despising all earthly 
and vain things to secure those which will last 
kfor ever. But, rely not on yourself alone. The 
knowledge of the true religion and the embrac- 
ing it must both be the work of God. Ask of 
Him without ceasing, especially through the in- 
ft tercession of His Virgin Mother, to enlighten 
your mind and to strengthen your will, and you 
will onfe day increase the happy number of those 
who will praise God for the unspeakable grace 
of having brought them out of darkness into the 
splendor of 
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PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE INTO TRUTH. 



This prayer was written by the Rev. Mr. Thayer of 
Boston, a minister of the Congregational Church, when 
he was in doubt and uncertainty, and in the use of 
which he was assisted in obtaining that grace which 
ultimately led him to the gift of faith, and the reception 
into the one fold of the one Shepherd. 

ri OD of all goodness ; Almighty and eternal Father of 
^ mercies, and Saviour of Mankind ; I implore Thee, 
I by Thy sovereign goodness, to enlighten my mind and to 

I teach my heart, that by means of true faith, hope, and 

charity I may live and die in the true religion of Jesus 
Christ. I confidently believe that, as there is but one 
God, there can be but one faith, one religion, one only 
path to salvation, and that every other path opposed 
thereto can lead but to perdition. This path, O my God, 
I anxiously seek after, that I may follow it and be saved. 
Therefore I protest before Thy Divine Majesty, and / 
swear by all Thy divine attributes^ that I will follow the 
religion which Thou shall reveal to me as the true one, 
and will abandon, at whatever cost, that wherein I shall 
have discovered errors and falsehood. I confess that I 
do not deserve this favor for the greatness of my sins, 
for which I am truly penitent, seeing they offend a God 
who is so good, so holy, and so worthy of love ; but what 
I deserve not, I hope to obtain from Thine infinite mercy ; 
and I beseech Thee to grant it unto me through the 
merits of that precious blood which was shed for us 
sinners by Thine only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

liveth and reigneth, God, world without end. Amen. 
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